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Welcome to the Japan Super Science Fair 2013 

JSSF2013  Newsletter 

TOUCHDOWN! 
We pretty much are all here now. Some arrived earlier yesterday and 
some in the middle of the night. Some are near neighbours and some 
from far away but we all have come here today united by a common 
purpose. To prove that science unites us and can lead us forward into a 
better world.  

3-2-1, Lift Off! 

Today, (commonly know as "Friday", but from now on, and into eternity 
as "DAY ONE",) We have a full table of events and challenges for you. 
Firstly, BREAKFAST! and don't forget to return your room key. Please 
make your way to Cafeteria B on the second floor of Union Square. We 
hope all tastes are catered for, but if you are unsure of the options 
please ask one of our (figuratively), hovering staff for advice. (Real 
hovering staff next year). 
In the morning we will gather together for the opening ceremony and 
special lecture. At the opening ceremony we generally have a word 
from our sponsors about who they are, why they support us and what 
they hope we will achieve. We also have a chance to view our opening 
video made by our students and which we are usually rather proud of. 
 

Then we will have a lecture on another thing we are rather proud of, 
“Hayabusa” the first space vehicle in history to visit an asteroid and 
return a sample from its surface to Earth. Our lecturer Dr Kawaguchi 
was its Project Manager and will set the mission in its overall context of 
space exploration. 
Next we will have orientation to take you over the basics of the campus 
and the programme over the next few days. 

After Lunch we come to the events many of 
us have been preparing for (and perhaps 
dreading), for a long while, our Science 
Project Presentations. Everyone is free to 
go to the ones they feel are most 
interesting. (Everyone that is, except for the 
presentors and commentators). Generally 
things go very well so please quiet your 
nervousness and have a go! 



Hey Teacher! Leave those kids alone!  

And take a little time out. Once the zones are started, we feel 
this is the perfect opportunity for visiting teachers to leave 
their students absorbed in their work and under the watchful 
gaze of their Zone teachers and slip away from all that 
youthful energy to  Cafeteria C (also known as “Subway” 
Shhh). We are hoping to get as many teachers as possible 
together in an informal setting just to socialise and relax. As 
an  added  attraction  we will  be  providing  a  little  light 
refreshment. Starts 5ish. 

Actually, this is my first time coming to Japan and 

I’m very glad to have this opportunity to join 

Japan Super Science Fair. Though I am a little 

nervous, I expect the following activities. As soon 

as I arrived at the gate, I felt the paassion. Thank 

you for all the preparations. 

Kaohsiung Municipal Kaohsiung Girls’ Senior 

High School Team 

We are so honored to participate in the Japan 

Super Science Fair! We can’t wait to meet people 

from different places and exchange ideas with 

them. There are so many diverse cultural groups 

here, but we are happy that we all have the same 

interests. It is definitely a new experience that 

we are all looking forward to! We appreciate all 

the hard work you have put into this. Thank you 

for giving us a chacne to be a part of such an 

important event :) 

St. John’s Team 

Today’s schedule 

8:00-9:00 Breakfast 

9:40 Meet Student Buddy 

10:20-11:00 Opening  
       Ceremony 

11:00-12:00  

  Special Lecture 

12:10-12:40 Orientation 

12:50-13:40 Lunch 

14:00-16:00  

  Science  Project 
   Presentation 

16:30-18:00 Science Zone 

18:00-19:00 Dinner 

Messages from the Participants 

First of all 

To Our International House Guests! 
 
Our deepest and most sincere apologies. Due to a 
lightning warning or alert we were unable to check 
some of you in to your accomodation immediately. It 
was of course very inconvenient and exasperating for 
our tired guests, (especially in the rain), but we hope 
that you understand that your safety has got to be our 
number one priority throughout your stay and we are 
unable to expose you to the slightest risk. If anything 
happens to you while you are our guests in Japan, we 
will have to take complete responsibility. Thank you 
very much for your cheerful and somewhat wry 
cooperation throughout the waiting period. Hopefully 
your rooms were worth the wait. 

The Olympic Committee 

The Long Road to Glory 
 
The heats for the Brushbot Olympics start today! 
Who will survive the grueling matches that lie ahead, 
and stand atop a pile of the vanquished? Well 
actually, it’s not that serious. But, it is greeeaaat fun! 
We expect to hold the heats at lunchtimes and in the 
evenings at Epoch and International House over the 
next few days. You can participate at any one of the 
times or venues, just come along. We hope for as many 
competitors as possible. 
In the end only one robot from each country or region 
will survive to take on the WORLD. (Runners-up can go 
to a tug o’ war event).  The Finals will be held on the 
morning of day three in Prism Hall. 

Keep your eyes open for the programs in 
the student lounge in Building 1 
(CoLearning House II) and in Epoch.  
May the bristles be with you. 

 

Momiji 
I am sure that you were all 
wondering why we chose to name 
daily newsletter “Momiji.” As many 
of you probably realized, 
especially those coming from the 
more tropical parts of the world, 
the weather tends to get a little chilly around this time of 
year. The changing of the weather also brings out a 
beautiful array of autumn colors in most landscapes around 
Japan. The “Momiji” tree, or Maple tree, is one of the most 
common trees that decorate the hillsides and temples around 
the Japan at this time of year. You will get the chance to 
view “Momiji” on Monday when we visit Kyoto, and in 
particular Kiyomizu temple. While we can’t guarantee that 
the colors will have changed into the splendid reds and 
browns that usually dot the landscape at this time of year 
(due to the un-seasonally warm weather), I am confident that 
you will appreciate the beauty that the Momiji adds to 
Japanese landscapes, and just maybe appreciate why the 
students chose to name our newsletter Momiji. 

Project Presentation and Cultural Performance 

Data DUE TODAY!!   
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