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Letting Their Light Shine 
Yesterday was the second and final day of 
the student project presentations. We were 
unfortunately unable to personally attend 
every presentation however the venue C 
(Biology) provided a good sample of what 
was on offer with presentations to a 
standing-room-only lecture hall about 
genetic analysis, Mungos Mungo (small 
African mammals), techniques to enhance 
our powers of memorization, and  the 
prevention of carpal tunnel syndrome 
among rubber tappers. Reports also 
reached us of earth shattering information 
from a geological presentation in venue B. 
Our observer at venue D testified to the 
high level of some presentations which 
stretched the audience’s scientific 
knowledge to the limits. A very pleasant 
feature of this year’s presentations was that 
several of them were given by international 
teams. We look forward to seeing more 
such presentations as they are truly a sign 
that our efforts to break down all barriers 
to the flow of scientific knowledge are 
bearing fruit. 

The War of the Worlds 
Today students got the chance to 
participate in lectures under the tutelage of 
leaders in their respective fields. From learning about some of the final frontiers 
for man to discover, space and also the brain, to learning the art of effective 
communication, learning how to optimize physical performance, and also how to 
take in the simple wonder and fun of science, there was something to be had 
by everyone. 
All in all there were eight fascinating lectures today in various parts of the 
campus. We realize the first step to science is surprise and wonder. Let's hope 
that some of you were captivated just enough to enable you to dare to go 
deeper into some of those wonderful frontiers. 

Socializing Science 
The lunch party was held by all to be a 
particular success. Many thanks to the 
designers of the bingo game, it really 
helped people to get to know each other. 
In fact so much chatting and picture taking 
was done that there were a lot of 
sandwiches left over when it was finally 
time to call it a day, but don’t worry, they 
were recycled, and our tired student 
volunteers really enjoyed them that night.  



Today’s schedule 

 

8:00-9:00 Breakfast 

9:00 Meet your Buddy at     
Prism Hall 

9:20-10:20  

          Brushbot Olympics 

10:30-12:00 Science Zone  

12:00-13:00 Lunch 

13:00-14:00 Science Zone 
(Contest) 

14:20-16:20 Project Poster 
Exhibition 

16:30-18:00  Cultural 
Performance   

18:00-19:00 Dinner 

From Little Things Big Things Grow  

At the time I had little appreciation of the full implications of what we were doing when I lead a 
group of eight students from the ASMS (Australia) to Japan to participate in a science fair at 
Ritsumeikan Junior and Senior High School in November 2003. We were the only guest school at 
this event. We were treated with overwhelming kindness in local hospitality, but most imprtantly 
saw groups of students deeply engaged in working together and sharing their learning about science. 
That student sharing, collaborating and cooperating showed what a powerful vehicle such an event 
could be for inspiring high level learning in science across national boundaries. Ritsumeikan High 
School had the vision and the leadership to take ideas from this little event and grow it into the 
largest global event of its kind today. Eleven years later, in 2013, the Rits Super Science Fair has 
over 380 students and educators from 40 schools representing 19 different countries involved. So 
strong is the spirit of collaborating, cooperating and sharing that there is still the same feeling of 
privileged involvement at a very personal level as there was eleven years ago. The Rits Super Science 
Fair is a testament to the ongoing vision and leadership of Ritsumeikan High School as a (the) 
leading Super Science School in Japan. RSSF continually inspires a new generation of young 
scientists to be the best that they can be as scientists and global citizens. I feel overwhelmingly 
indebted to the ongoing hard work of an extensive team of teachers and assistants at Ritsumeikan 
High School who make RSSF happen each year. I also want to specifically acknowledge the 
outstanding vision and leadership of Principal Mr Hiroshi Tanaka who has had the courage and 

commitment to show that from little things truly wonderful big things grow.  

Graeme Oliver (Australian Science & Mathematics School)  

Ps Enjoy the song  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6_ndC07C2qw 

Australian Science and  
Mathematics School was 
the first and the only 
international school to 
attend the very first Rits 
Super Science Fair in 2003. 
and Mr. Graeme Oliver 
was the first and the only 
international teacher who 
took eight students. He has 
handed us a letter. Thank 
you Graeme for supporting 
RSSF/JSSF over the past 11 
years.  

The Day Dawns 
Today the Olympic committee announces the final results of the past two days of 
Brushbot heats. Each country will have two representatives. The faster Brushbot will be 
the national representative in the speed race. While the second fastest will pit their 
strength against each other in the tug of war (and we do mean ‘war’).  Please be sure to 
check whether your name is listed below.  

The 6th Symposium for Internationalization of Science Education 

Today you may notice an increase in the number of sciency looking teachers attending the various presentations. 45 of 
them have in fact come from all over Japan from north to south to attend a separate event from the science fair, a 
teachers’ symposium aimed at exchanging information and debating developments on the internationalization of science 
education. Why at the same time same place as the science fair? Because they have also come to see you.  In search of 
ideas and knowledge about this exciting topic they will attend Science Zone contest and Project Poster Exhibition. Be on 
the lookout for people with slightly different name tags and an air of earnest enquiry. 

Country First Second Country First Second 

Australia 
Jacobi Ponury Yun Sik Kim 

Nepal 
    

ASMS ASMS     

Canada 
Alexandra Kunzman Michael Moreau 

The Philippines 
    

FRC FRC     

China 
Liu Boyu Nie Xiaoyu 

Russia 
Golodukhina Svetlana Anna Polivanova 

BHHS BHHS MCL MCL 

India 
Ujwal Padam Tewari   

Singapore 
Jaron Yong Li Lidao 

CMS   HCI HCI 

Indonesia 
Kevin Aditya 

Ramadhan Prasasta Asrawijaya 
Taiwan 

Lin Yu-Chen Wu Che-Kuang 

SMABMD SMABMD KSHS KSHS 

Iran 
Pardis Ghorbani Forough Sharifihosseni 

Thailand 
Teerit Ploensin Thinnapong Wongpakde 

KHERAD KHERAD PCCP PCCP 

Kenya 
Rael Gumbe   

UK 
Miles Tidman Ian Holmes 

BHS   HRSFTH HRSFTH 

Korea 
Kim Suhyeon   

USA 
Kai Barrer Simona Stancov 

KSA   STA IMSA 

Laos 
Litaphone Khatsavang Vanisa Mithpasong 

Japan 
Toshiro Imanishi Kota Taniguchi 

SGES SGES Rits Rits 

Malaysia 
Muhammad Muqhriz 

Bin Mohd Nazri 
Muhammad Haziq Bin 

Abdul Razak   
ASIS ASIS 


