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In the End Zones! Students Score Big for Their Futures!! 

JSSF2013  Newsletter 

Yesterday  the  zones  came  to  an  end,  and  students  gained  new 
friendships and a deeper understanding of our world. Students didn’t let 
the bad weather rain on their parade in the Energy Zone, as they raced 
their solar boats. Mamma Mia, everyone had a great time testing their 
spaghetti bridges to see whose was the strongest in the Construction 

Zone. Students were using HEBI (“hebi” means “snake” ☺) machinery 

today, when they tested out their robot snakes on a plane in Robot Zone 
1. Everyone had a great time at the Robot Zone 2. Students’ robots 
were on the path to victory as they performed very well with robots 
they had programmed themselves. Things really took off at the Rocket 
Zone. Using technology to help them analyze the rocket’s flight, students 
aimed for the stars as they shot off. Just in! There were some sensational 
reports at the IT Zone, where students learned a lot about the bias in 
media and how to portray information. Luckily no one lost their marbles 
at the Math Zone, but some were puzzled by the problems. However, 

the probability that they learned something 
new and met new friends was 100%. 

Let the Games Begin 

The culmination of the Brushbot Olympics 
was held today with competitors of all the 
participating countries here at JSSF pitting 
their skills against each other in Prism Hall. 
Only the best of the best forced their way 
through  the  rigorous  selection  process  to 
make  their  way  to  the  Olympic  finals 
yesterday and their countless nanoseconds 
of preparation really showed. The first final 
of the morning saw Laos face off against 
Japan in the tug-of-war in what proved to 
be a battle of the titans. Eventually, after 
some technical difficulties, Japan was able 
to pull off the win. In the next final of the 
morning the result was a little more decisive. India proved that home advantage had 
nothing to do with it and had their machine bristling along in the sprint race scrubbing 
the paint off the tracks in its wake. So for those who missed the boat, modify your 
toothbrushes and we’ll see you again in twelve months time for the next Brushbot 
Olympics. 

 

 

A Small World After All 

Spirits  were  high  at  the  first  Cultural 
Performance session as the students got the 
chance to strut their stuff for, and with, their 
fellow JSSF participants and future world 
leaders.  Speaking  of  world  leaders, 
President Barack Obama also showed up in 
digital form showing his versatility on a surf 
board and other various guises. The bar 
has been set for performers at the second 
Cultural  Performance  on  Tuesday  with 
student  performers  today  in  high  spirits 
sharing  in  traditional,  and  some  not  so 
traditional, song and dance on stage. The 
diversity of the nations on display today 
really  shone  through.  Maybe  more 
importantly,  what  was really  shown was 
that  even though we are from different 
countries with different perspectives on the 
world, we really do get along. Stay tuned 
for part two on Tuesday. 

90 Mad Minutes 
ROHM Plaza came alive yesterday as 

vendors in the market of ideas pitched 

their wares to an eager audience. Topics 

varied from the bottom of the Mekong 

river, paper architecture to the hairstyles 

of  female  athletes  (pigtails  slow  you 

down).   The  temperature  rose  as 

participants tried to see as much of this 

as is possible while presenters tried to 

explain as much as possible. In fact the 

normally spacious and airy ROHM Plaza 

began  to  seem  quite  cramped  as 

participants tried to squeeze through the 

throngs  made  up  of  tight  circles 

gathered around  animated presenters 

alternately  promoting  and  defending 

their research.  



Today’s schedule 

 

8:00 Leave for Sightseeing 

9:00-11:00  Sightseeing  at 
Kiyomizu-dera 

11:00 Meet at Restaurant 

11:00-11:45 Lunch 

13:00  Arrive  at  the 
Company (I-1, 6) 

13:30  Arrive  at  the 
Company (I-2,3,4,5) 

13:30-15:30 Industrial Tour 

16:00 Arrive at  Teramachi 
Oike 

16:00-19:00  Eat  Dinner  / 
Shopping  

19:00  Meet  at  Buses 
(Teramachi Oike)  

LUNCH TOMORROW - How to Find Your Company Bus Tour 

Group (and eat lunch at the same time). 

STRAIGHT AWAY after seeing Kiyomizu Dera today we will have lunch at a nearby 

restaurant and souvenir shop called Baizando （梅山堂）. Please go there by 11:00. 

We have reserved tables in the basement, and on the 2nd Floor. Because we want to set 
off on the company tours immediately after lunch, we want each company tour bus’s 
passengers to dine together.  Buses 2 (KYOCERA) and 4 (Nipponshinyaku) please have 
lunch on the Basement 1st floor at your assigned tables. Buses 1 (Gekkeikan), 3 
(ROHM-Nissha), and 5 (Yushin), please go to the 2nd floor where your tables are 
waiting for you.     

A Letter from Ms. Fumiko Harada Ziemer 
Time flies. Through the last 10 years, I have had many good memories. A 
guam participant from the 2nd Super Science Fair, Jenny, went to Harvard 
University and is now working on her PhD in biochemistry at Stanford 
University. She has told me that JSSF provided her a foundation for her 
studies and is trying to find a cure for some diseases. Angela, another Guam 
participant from the 6th Super Science Fair, ran into a participant from 
another country while attending MIT as a student. She strongly believes 
participating in JSSF helped her to be accepted at MIT. A former Rits 
student, Sho, is now a graduate studnent at Hitotsubashi University and 
will visit me in Guam.                                                                                                                  
Through this fair, the world is getting smaller and people are getting closer. Seeds planted at 
JSSF are now blooming. Congratulations and thank you to Mr. Tanaka and everyone at 
Ritsumeikan. 

Fumiko Harada Ziemer, St. Johns School, Guam, USA 

What to Eat Tonight?! 
Today will be our first day shopping in downtown Kyoto. You are free to go wherever 
you like. There is an overwhelming array of choices, so here are a few options for you to 
consider. 

Sushi - Japan’s most famous food is something you might have tried back home, but 
you definitely shouldn’t miss out on the real thing while you’re here. Sushi can be very 
cheap or very expensive depending on the establishment. You needn’t try to be 
adventurous, but even if you’re not willing to eat raw fish you can still eat sushi without 
it. 

Okonomiyaki - This dish is closely associated with Osaka, the culinary heart of 
Japan. It is a mixture of batter and cabbage cooked with your choice of filling, such as 
pork, shrimp, squid or beef, and topped with a special sauce and fish flakes.  Everyone 
loves Okonomiyaki. 

Soba/Udon - These are the two most common kinds of noodles eaten in Japan. 
Soba are thin buckwheat noodles, while Udon are very thick. You can eat them cold 
with a dipping sauce or a in a piping hot bowl with various accompaniments. 

Tempura - This dish consists of fish or vegetables deep fried in a light batter, for 
example shrimp, sweet potato, lotus root or squash. 

Takoyaki - This dish is also closely associated with Osaka, which pretty much 
guarantees that it’s going to be good. They are tasty chunks of octopus in balls of batter 
topped with sauce and fish flakes. 

Ramen - Cup Ramen is popular throughout the world, but you might be surprised by 
the real thing. They are often served with a thick pork broth with a slice of pork and 
various flavorings. Make sure you slurp loudly! 

Try to Speak 

some Japanese 

Today! 
 

Here are a few words and 
phrases that might be useful 
for today’s shopping:  

◆ Kore kudasai. (I’ll take 
this.) 

◆ Ikura Desu ka? (How 
much is this?) 

◆ Oishii desu. (It’s 
delicious.) 

◆ Gochisosama Deshita. 
(Thank you for the 
meal.) 

◆ Eigo no menyu wa ari 
masuka (Do you have an 

Ms. Harada first attended the 
2nd Rits Super Science Fair in 
2004 and has come every 
year since then. This means 
that she has attended the 
RSSF/JSSF 10 times now, 
second only to our principal 
Mr. Tanaka who has attended 
since the first one in 2003 for 
11 times. Thank you very much 
Harada sensei for coming 
back every year, and we are 
so honored to have had you 
for so many years.  

Comment from a Presenter 
Presenting and viewing other’s projects during the 

poster exhibition was a great experience.  I’ve 

made so many friends here and it was wonderful to 

learn about their scientific discoveries and share 

mine as well. I’ve had an incredible time at JSSF so 

far  and  I’m  so  happy to be  here.  Thank  you 

Ritsumeikan!  Danielle Stephenson-Threatt, St. John’s 

School, Guam, USA 


