
Having Fun Out and About in Kyoto Getting a Taste of the Real Japan 

Industrial Tours Educate and Motivate  
Yesterday, participants went to various places and were treated to industrial tours of some of the largest and most 
cutting-edge companies in Kyoto. Seeing how science and technology are applied in the real world gave the 
students new insights and furthered their drive and passion for science. A big thanks to all the companies who 
provided the industrial tours! 
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The long awaited trip 
out to Kyoto was a 
treat for all in-
volved. After lunch, 
participants enjoyed 
one of the most fa-
mous temples in Ja-
pan, Kiyomizu-dera. 
The weather and the 
timing were perfect 
as the leaves were 
just starting to 
change their colors. 
Following some sou-
venir shopping 
around Kiyomizu-
dera, everyone 
boarded the bus to 
Teramachi-Oike 
for…… 

MORE SHOPPING!! 

Guided by their bud-
dies, students and 
teachers walked the 
streets of downtown 
Kyoto and shopped 
at a variety of tradi-
tional shops. Of 
course, it was a 
great opportunity to 
try out some local 
cuisine. Some people 
enjoyed the Kansai 
treat, Okonomiyaki, 
while others went for 
Sushi and Tempura. 
Either way, all had a 
great time together 
and deepened their 
bonds of friendship. 

Kiyomizu-dera literally means "Pure Water 
Temple." The main stage of Kiyomizu-dera 
is built without using any nails.  



Introduction to Japanese Culture 

Get ready for a taste of Japanese culture as Ritsumeikan’s 3rd year high school students give you a hands-on intro-
duction to Japan and Ritsumeikan. Learn a traditional fisherman’s dance, get the scoop from a poster presentation, 
experience Japanese festivals and calligraphy, and try tea ceremony! In order to get the most of this event, schools 
will be split up into 3 groups that will go around 4 different areas for 20 minutes each. Make sure to let your buddy 
be your guide through this sure-to-please attraction.  

◆ Fisherman’s Dance – 2F Assembly Hall 

◆ Posters Presentations on Japanese Culture - 2F Center Atrium 

◆ Ennichi (Fesitivals) - 4F R429  /  Shodo (Calligraphy) - (4F) H3-1 / H3-2 

◆ Sado (Tea Ceremony) - 5F Zuichoken (Tea Room)  

 

Group School 1st Session 
13:30–13:50 

2nd Session 
13:55–14:15 

3rd Session 
14:20–14:40 

4th Session 
14:40–15:00 

Group A 
  

ASMS, BHHS, KHERAD, BNKS, NJC, 
MWITS, LGGS, SJS, SUMIKO 

Fisherman’s 
Dance Posters Ennichi / Sho-

do Tea 

Group B 
  

JMSS, FGACYT, BHS, PSHS, NUSH, 
PCCPL, IMSA, STA, Keisho Posters Ennichi /Shodo Tea Fisherman’s 

Dance 

Group C 
  

FRC, CMS, KSA, MCL, KGHS, CSIA, 
HSGC, WHS, Tokai, TTHSST Ennichi /Shodo Tea Fisherman’s 

Dance Posters 

Group D 
  

PSSD, SMABMD, ASiS, HCI, KSHS, 
HRSFTH, IOLANI, Senri Tea Fisherman’s 

Dance Posters Ennichi /Shodo 

The Japanese Trains 

Japan has many means of transportation that are known 
around the world as being on time.  Most Ritsumeikan stu-
dents commute by train.  We use a prepaid IC Card as a 
commuter pass.  It’s eco-friendly because we don’t throw it 
away.  We just have to recharge it at ticket machines or re-charging machines 
at the railway stations.   

Trains usually come every 10 to 15 minutes throughout the day except during 
rush hour.  Trains during this time come about every 3 minutes.  There are spe-
cial features on the train, too.  First, you can change the height of the rings 
that you hold onto when you stand on some trains.  Second, you can change 
the direction of some of the seats.  This is good when you travel with friends.  

We often study, read a book, listen to music or sleep on the train.  Sometimes 
we are unable to do these because it can be very crowded on the trains, espe-
cially during commuter rush.  At these times, we often have to stand.   

The Shinkansen or Bullet Train is one of the finest trains in the world.  It can 
reach the speed of 300 km/h.   Since there is a designated track for this train, 
there are no trackside signals.  A Centralized Traffic Control manages the day-
to-day operations.   Because of this, the Shinkansen is very punctual and safe.  
In 2012, JR Central said that the Shinkansen’s average delay from schedule per 
train was 36 seconds.  

In addition, the Shinkansen has some special advantages.  First, the seats are 
quite spacious.  There is a lot of legroom.  Second, noise is regulated especial-
ly in residential areas.  Noise barriers can be seen along the tracks, too.  Nowa-
days, many railways around the world are using the same technology as seen in 
the Shinkansen.  

The tracks that run along the east side of our school are used to go between 
Kyoto and Osaka.  Many trains, such as local trains, express trains, freight and 
sleeper trains run on this track.  Unfortunately, you cannot see the Shinkansen 
from here.  Please check out the trains from the windows beside the stairs on 
the east side of campus.   

(This article was written by Y11 Soto Masuno) 

Today’s Schedule 

9:20-9:50 Campus Tour Award 
Ceremony 

10:00-11:30 Science Zone Com-
petition 

11:40-12:40 Lunch 

13:30-15:00 Introduction to Jap-
anese Culture 

15:10-17:00 Cultural Perfor-
mance 

17:20-18:00 Closing Ceremony 

 

Feedback Welcome 

In order to make improvements 
for next year’s science fair we 
would like to let us know how you 
felt about each part of the sci-
ence fair. There are separate 
questionnaires for teachers and 
students. Please complete them 
on the way back to BKC today. 
Thank you very much.   

Some Reminders for Checking Out at Epoch and International House Tomorrow 

1. Make sure to tidy up your room and throw away your trash.   2. Remove all sheets, etc and place by the door. 

3. Make sure all slippers are there (Epoch).  4. RETURN ROOM KEY!! 

5. RETURN CARD KEY at Epoch (Int’l House)!!  


